6                        THE ORIGINS OF THE WAR
granted. The Poles knew, the Germans knew, and
the world knew, from previous experience, that such
concessions were the first stage, for Poland, on the
road down which the Czechs had been compelled
to travel to their destruction. Hitler had made no
secret of his eastern aims. They could be read in
Mein Kampf. Not a single word had been retracted.
Russia might be strong enough and far enough
away to resist these eastern plans. Poland, deprived
of her main strategic positions, surrounded and
strangled by Germany, cut off from the sea by a
military line defended with all the force Germany
could command, would be at the mercy of German
ambitions. In any case Ribbentrop let it be known,
during his visit to Warsaw in January 1939, that the
political implication of acceptance of the German
requests would be the close alinement of Polish
foreign policy with that of the Reich. Hence the
Poles rejected the German demands, and rejected
them before they were sure of an Anglo-French
guarantee. It would be idle talk to suggest that, if
they cared for their independence, their very exist-
ence as a nation, they could have done otherwise
than reject these demands.
The German answer was to denounce the ten
years' agreement with Poland. In other words,
Hitler showed that the Poles were right in their
suspicions. Henceforward the danger of war was
immediate. The British and French Governments,
with the British Government in the lead, did their
utmost to ease the strain, while the Germans took
every step possible to aggravate the tension and
to intensify anti-Polish feeling in Germany, The
German press invented story after story of *atro-